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Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church 
 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 100  *  New Melle, MO   63365 
Website:  www.ihm-newmelle.org 

 

Deliveries only address:  8 West Highway D, New Melle, MO  63365 
 

Parish Office:  636-398-5270       Fax:  636-398-5577  

Schedule of Holy Mass 
Saturday: 8:00am 
 4:00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am 
Weekdays: 8:00am, St. Joseph Chapel 
 

Weekly Devotions and Prayers 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
 Monday 8:30am until Friday, 11:30am 
Rosary:  
 Following 8am Mass weekdays & before Sat. 4pm. 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  
 Tuesdays following 8am Mass 
Respect Life Prayers: 
 Thursday following 8am Mass 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Benediction: 
 Friday at 11:30am 
First Saturday of the Month Devotions 
 8am Mass, Rosary, 15 minutes of meditation 

 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation: Wednesday in church, 7pm 
  Saturday following 8am Mass 
Marriage: Contact the parish office 
  at least six months prior to the wedding 
Baptism: Contact the parish office 
  to register for class and to arrange date 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 
  Contact Shawn Mueller in the parish office 

Could Nachos Be Bad? 
It seems the early Church had a 

different view of Advent than we do. 
Christmas was not even celebrated in 
the first two centuries after Christ. 
Easter was the original great feast of 
the Church. After the resurrection, 
Christians looked for Jesus to return 
in glory. They expected this return to 
happen soon, so we see references in 
Paul’s letters to the “coming of the 
Lord Jesus” (1 Thess 3:13) or to the 
“day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil 1:6) So in 
a sense, the rest of their lives were a 
long Advent, a time of waiting for 
the Lord. 

In the second reading this week, 
we hear what Paul recommends for 
the people of Philippi as they wait for 
the Lord to return. He prays that their 

love will grow and mature, so that 
they will be able to “discern what is 
of value.” (Phil 1:10) This may sound 
vague, but is very good advice, even 
for us today. 

As we grow to be better Chris-
tians, we learn to love what is im-
portant. Remember when you were 
young and loved junk food? As you 
grew up, you learned to like healthier 
foods. That doesn’t mean that some 
foods are bad, (how could nachos be 
bad?) just that there are better choic-
es. So Paul encourages us to make 
better choices: friends we like, books 
we read, how we spend our free 
time, causes we donate to, and values 
we teach to our children. For exam-
ple, it is good to teach our children to 

work hard and save money; it may 
be better to teach them to answer 
God’s call and to be generous to the 
poor. A good way to relax might be 
reading a novel by our favorite au-
thor; a better way could be reading a 
good spiritual book. 

With less than three weeks of 
Advent remaining, let us ask the Lord 
to help us “discern what is of value” 
in our lives. We also await His com-
ing and we have the advantage of 
knowing that the Lord comes to us in 
Word and Sacrament. We don’t have 
to wait for the end of time or even 
till Christmas, so why not try to be 
ready now?  

Tom Schmidt, © J. S. Paluch Co.  
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Parish Staff 
Parish Office:  636-398-5270 

Fr. Tom Miller, Pastor askpadre@aol.com 
 (for emergencies only:  314-303-2428) 
Deacon Chris Ast chrisast@archstl.org 
Deacon Tony Falbo tony.2011@centurylink.net 
Laura Orf, Business Manager lorf@ihm-newmelle.org 
Peggy Dupree, Secretary secretary@ihm-newmelle.org 
Marilyn O’Neill, Music Director m.oneill@ihm-newmelle.org 
Janet Hespen, Youth Leader janethspn@outlook.com 
Karen Wappelhorst, Child Safety Coordinator  
  childsafety@ihm-newmelle.org 

Religious Education 
Shawn Mueller, Director 

636-398-5270, smueller@ihm-newmelle.org 
Parish School of Religion 
 Grades 1 thru 8, September thru May, 6-7:30pm, Wednesdays 
ConfirmaƟon PreparaƟon 
 8th Grade—September thru May, 6-7:30pm, Wednesdays 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 September thru May, during the 9:30am Sunday Mass 
Adult EducaƟon 
 Wednesdays at 8:45am and 6:10pm, September thru May 
Rite of ChrisƟan IniƟaƟon of Adults—contact Shawn for schedule 

Quick Contacts Directory 

Weddings, Recep ons, Events 
Pat Gentry, Hall Rental/Wedding Coordinator 636-398-5270 
Kelly Meyer, Wedding Coordinator 636-828-4994 
Joan Marren-Slaughter, Event Coordinator 636-398-5270 
Mary Keune, Event Coordinator 636-398-5270 
 

Prayer and Devo on 
EucharisƟc AdoraƟon   
 Shawn Mueller      636-398-5270 
Legion of Mary 
 Maria Romine-Kantor      314-614-0857  
Prayer Chain   
 Rita Langford      636-399-6083  
Prayer Intercession/Jonah Team   
 Debbie Gillespie      636-398-4971  
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 Julia KeƩler      636-616-0096 
  

Liturgical Ministries                                        
Extraordinary Ministers  
 Irene Caldwell      636-398-4311  
GiŌ Bearers  
 Peggy Dupree  636-398-5270  
Lectors  
 Ed Taylor      636-561-7099 
Ushers 
 Gary Struckhoff      636-828-6067 
Altar Servers 
 Deacon Tony Falbo tony.2011@centurylink.net 
Altar Society 
 Pam DeBold      636-482-4765 
Music Ministry 
 Marilyn O’Neill      314-341-2622 
Contemporary Music Group 
 Debbie Gillespie      636-398-4971 

 

Youth and Young Adults 
High School Youth Leader   
 Janet Hespen      314-369-6521 
Young Adults 
 Julie Lassiter      636-357-0121 

 Parish Organiza ons 
Art & Environment 
 Mary Karll      636-433-5049 
Budget & Finance 
 Larry Graves      314-799-9804 
Cemetery CommiƩee 
 Mark Keune      314-220-7075 
Dinner CommiƩee                           
 Jeff ComoƩo      314-570-6972  
Funeral Lunches 
 Carol Grady 314-662-2281 
 Ruth Neske 636-398-5699 
 Vicki Grunz 636-497-5230 
Golden Hearts 
 Dave London 636-398-8665 
Helping Hearts 
 IHM Parish 636-398-5270 
 Ralph Biddy 636-262-7530 
 Mary Fischer 636-561-7747 
 Gary PoƩer 636-448-4037 
 Maria Romine-Kantor 314-614-0857 
Knights of Columbus 
 Gary PoƩer      636-228-4755 
Marian Council 
 Mary Jean Hartenbach      636-398-4677 
Meals on Wheels 
 Jean Bammann      636-798-2718 
Outreach 
 Steve Farber                          sfarber@farbermarkeƟng.com 
Pro Life 
 Bill Winters      636-828-4133 
Quilters 
 Mary Ann Brakensiek      636-828-5776 
 Ruth Willis  636-398-4597  
ScouƟng 
 Jerry Hespen      636-236-1955 
 Cub Scouts:  Adam McCarthy      636-634-7622 
 Boy Scouts:  Chad Peters      314-807-7177 
St. Vincent de Paul 
 Teresa Waddington      314-440-7475 
Welcoming CommiƩee 
 Teresa Berfanger      636-398-5565 
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Emmanuel:  God Is With Us In This Sacrament  
 
 
Dear parishioners, 
 A few years ago I shared this with you in the bulletin. It is worth reprinting and sharing again. I 
pray that our weekly hour to praise God, pray for one another and receive the Risen Lord is the most 
meaningful hour of your week. From the Sunday Eucharist flows our personal prayer life which in 
turn leads us back to the Eucharist for deeper prayer. For 20 years we have been blessed as a parish 
family to celebrate Eucharistic Adoration which is a continuation of the graces celebrated on Sunday. 
Take some time this Advent to stop by the chapel or our big church to pray before the Lord in His 
Eucharistic Presence.  
 
 
 

  Come, O Jesus of the Eucharist 
 

Jesus of the Eucharist! Come to us and be our Ruler!  
All that we have and are is Yours to command, for all that we have is Yours.  

If our hearts are poor, enrich them with Your grace.  
If they have been sinful and soiled, accept them pure and cleansed through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

Suffering Heart of Jesus! To You we confide all the trials of our souls. 
 

Sweet Heart of Jesus! To Your care we confide our weaknesses and ask You to accept our sincere repentance. 
 

Compassionate Heart of Jesus! To You we confide our souls tormented by our suffering conscience. 
 

Gentle heart of Jesus! We confide to You the peace and salvation of our families. 
 

Eucharistic Heart of Jesus! The world, worried unto death, finds a refuge in Your Heart,  
where the lance once opened for us the source of Life. 

 

Come, O Jesus! Be our brother in the pure joy of Christian love! 
Come, O Jesus! Be our friend in the depths of this world's sorrows. 

 

This is Jesus, Emmanuel, God is with us in this sacrament. 
Come receive Him, adore Him.  This is Jesus Christ our Lord. 

[John the Baptist began preaching,] "Turn away from your sins and be baptized, and God will forgive your 
sins."  LUKE 3:3 

Legend says that while painting The Last Supper, Leonardo da Vinci had a terrible fight with someone. Afterward, he went 
to his studio, picked up his brush, and prepared to paint the face of Jesus. To his dismay he couldn't make a single decent 
stroke. He put down his brush, went to the man he had fought with, and asked his forgiveness. Leonardo returned to his 
studio and resumed painting the face of Jesus. Have I ever had an experience similar to Leonardo's? What motivates me to 
repent my sins? 

It is one thing to mourn sin because it exposes us to hell...and another thing to mourn it because it is wrong and offensive 
to God. it is one thing to be terrified, another, to be humbled. Gardiner Spring 

 Fr. Mark Link S.J. Vision 2000 
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 This Week at Home 
Sunday, Dec. 9—2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Breakfast with Santa, Fndrs. Hall, 8-11am 
 St. Vincent de Paul, Weber Hall, 4p 
Monday, December 10 
 Scouts, Founders Hall/Trailer, 6:30pm 
 Bell practice, church, 7pm 
 Reconciliation, church, 7pm-8:30pm 
Tuesday, December 11 
 Legion of Mary, Weber Hall, 9am 
 Fitness class, Grand Hall foyer, 9am 
 Marian Council Christmas Party, Grand Hall, 6p 
 Children’s Choir, church, 7pm 
 Reconciliation, church, 7pm-8:30pm 
Wednesday, December 12 
 Bible Study, Weber Hall, 8:45am 
 PSR, Founders Hall/Weber Hall/Trailer, 6pm 
 Bible Study, Grand Hall, 6p 
 Contemporary group, Church, 5:30pm 
 Reconciliation, church, 7pm-8:30pm 
 Rejoice!  Advent Meditations, Grand Hall, 7:30pm 
Thursday, December 13 
 Rejoice! Advent Meditations, Grand Hall, 8:45am 
 Fitness class, Grand Hall foyer, 9am 
 RCIA, Weber Hall, 6:30pm 
 Choir practice, Church, 7p 
Friday, December 14 
 Quilters, Weber Hall, 8:30am 
Saturday, December 15 
 Reconciliation, 8:45am 
 SVDP Food Pantry open 9-10:30a 
 Anointings after 4pm Mass 
Sunday, December 16—3rd Sunday of Advent 
 Anointings after both Masses 

Next Week Ministry Schedule  
Saturday, December 15, 4:00pm 

EM: Wally & Jan Karase, Jackie Barcley, Pat Roche, 
 Jennifer Fredrick, Bob Brossette, Carole Baker, 
 Mary Jean Hartenbach 
Lec: Pat Barnard, Jan Jokish-Messig 
GB: Carrie Riley, Sharon Hagan 
Serv: William Fredrick, Isabelle Scheer 
Ush: Stan Nikonowicz, Jerry Braden, Bryan Potter, 
 Joe Spiess 

Sunday, December 16, 7:30am 
EM: Rich Molitor, John & Karen Wappelhorst, 
 Maureen Blondin, Mary Hardesty, Peggy Dupree 
Lec: Chuck Kettler, Elizabeth Vehige 
GB: Loretta Bruns, Carol Rabbitt 
Serv: Mary Grace & Janie Becker 
Ush: Mike Hardesty, Frank Kardasz, Hanh Nguyen, 
 Tom Meczkowski 

Sunday, December 16, 9:30am 
EM: Cheryl Gray, Don & Susan Hladky, Pat Gentry, 
 Kris Preuss, Judeen Kutsko, Laura Orf, Lisa Murphy 
Lec: Chris & Kat Menne 
GB: Stafford Family 
Serv: Lindsey & Madeline Bouquet, Maggie Thater 
Ush: Bob Gray, Dave DeBold, Stan Kostecki, 
 Gary Struckhoff, Charles Hinkle, George Stark 
 
 

 
December 15, 4:00 Joe & Debbie Willis 
December 16, 7:30 Peggy Dupree 
December 16, 9:30 Dave & Pat Gentry 

Janet Hespen, Youth Minister 
314-369-6521 

 

December 10:  Youth Group Christmas Gathering 
 We will go to Fort Zumwalt Park in O’Fallon to do 

the walk through and see the Celebration of Lights, 
then to Pantera’s for Pizza.  Leaving IHM at 5:45 
and returning at 8:30pm. 

 

Contemporary Music Masses:   
Sign up for a ministry.  Get involved with the Mass as 
Lector, Offertory, Altar Server or Usher.  Also you are 
invited at any time to join our musicians, if you want to 
sing or play an instrument with them.  They would love 
to have all the teens to get involved. 

PLEASE 
Come Decorate With Us! 

 

During the week of December 16 
we will begin making decorations for church. 

We’ll be in Weber Hall and would be 
so happy for you to help us! 

 

Then on December 23, beginning about 11am, 
we’ll put up all the decorations including 

the Nativity set, window garlands, altar flowers, 
and all the rest to make our church beautiful. 

 

We will certainly appreciate any time and energy 
you have to help.  Please call Mary Karll 314-550-4351 

for questions, or just come! 
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 10 
 8:00am Iris & Ben Bader + 
Tuesday, December  11 
 8:00am Moira Ryan + 
  Tom Shaw Sr. + 
Wednesday, December 12 
 8:00am Cy & Al Bamert + 
  Mary Jill Warner + 
Thursday, December 13 
 8:00am All Souls 
  living/deceased of the Ernst Family 
Friday, December 14 
 8:00am Dennis Fitch + 
Saturday, December 15 
 8:00am Jim Blondin +    

 4:00pm Catherine Bamert + 
Sunday, December 16 
 7:30am People of the Parish 
  Ed Rabbitt +    

   9:30am Mark Katigbak + 
  Bob Keune + 

Contributions— December 1/2 
General Offertory: $11,259.55 
Online—General Offertory: $3,840.22 
Total Offertory: $15,099.77 
 
“And this is my prayer:  that your love may increase ever 

more and more in knowledge and every kind of  
perception, to discern what is of value…” 

PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10 
 

Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship val-
ues and distort our needs and wants.  It is important that 
during this season of endless buying we remember that 
each of us also has the need to give back to God and to 
those that are in need. 
 

We pray … that we may resist the lure of  
holiday  advertising and instead concentrate on  
the message of simplicity and trust that is found  

in the Christmas manger scene. 
 

 Heavenly Duster   Purificators          
         Carol Ostermeyer                      June Spiess 

 

Needed at the Pantry: 

 

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare 
the way of the Lord,” and this is what Advent is all 
about.  We are called to help prepare the way of the 
Lord by making the real meaning of Christmas come 
alive in our own hearts, in our family and to reach out to 
those in need. 
 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance?  Please 
call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we 
can help the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas. 

Marian Council is selling See’s Candy as a fundraiser:  $20/lb for Milk or  Dark Chocolate, Assorted 
Chocolate, Nuts and Chews, Toffee-ettes and 1½ pound box of peanut brittle.  It’s great for holi-
day hostess gifts, Christmas gifts, corporate gifts.  Contact Jackie at 314-761-6127 to place your or-
der, or after weekend Masses.  Proceeds benefit local families’ charities and the Parish. 

Marriage in Christ  
has been promised between: 

Sydney Elaine Cornett 
and 

Kyle John Fuchs 

Join the Holy Father’s prayer intentions for  
December:   In the Service of the  

Transmission of Faith 
That people, who are involved in the service 
and transmission of faith, may find, in their 
dialogue with culture, a language suited to the 
conditions of the present time. 

Supplies are very 
low after the  

holidays 
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Please pray for all the sick and suffering,  
including:   

Ed Haas, Mark Hanna, John Fiacco, Dee Schipper,  
Andy Pope, Phyllis Zerr, Vickie Brink,  

Cindy Biddy, Tim Feldewerth, Mary Conover, 
Audrey Hueffmeier, Sandy Knott 

Christine Potter (Gary & Cassie’s Potter’s daughter-in-law) 
Zina Riley (mom of Andrew Riley),  

David & Lisa Debold (Dave & Pam DeBold’s children),  
Betty Enderle (mom of Kay Cherry),  

Audrey Miclow (Marcy Pivin’s mom), 

Hospitalization:  If you are hospitalized, please let us 
know.  Please call the office or ask a friend to call for 
you if necessary.    
Communion Calls:  If you would like to receive Com-
munion but are unable to get to Mass because of illness 
or disability, please contact the parish office:  636-398-
5270. 

Prayer Requests:   Rita Langford at 636-398-4654 or 
email ritalangford4@gmail.com.

Reconciliation:  
 Mondays/Tuesdays/Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm  
 Saturdays after morning Mass, 8:45am 
Christmas Parties: 
 Marian Council, Dec. 11, 6:00pm, Grand Hall 
 Men of the Parish, Dec, 18, 6:00pm, Grand Hall 
Anointing of the Sick 
 After Masses NEXT WEEKEND on December 15/16 
Rorate Coeli Mass 
 Monday, December 17, 6:45am 
  (see more information below) 
Decorate Church 
 Preparations week of Dec. 16, decorate Dec. 23 

 

  
 

Christmas Masses 
Monday, December 24 at 4pm 

Midnight Mass  
(carols begin at 11:30pm) 

Tuesday, December 25 at 10am 

Advent  
Schedule 

 

 

 

Candlelight Rorate Caeli Mass 
6:45am Monday, December 17, St. Joseph Chapel 

The Rorate Caeli Mass is a traditional Advent devotion in 
which a Mass in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary for 
Advent is offered just before dawn, with no lighting oth-
er than candles on the altar, windowsills, and handheld.  
Those who attend can expect to be rewarded with a 
uniquely beautiful Mass. 
 

The Mass takes its title, Rorate Caeli (“Drop down dew, 
ye heavens”) from the initial Latin words of Isaiah 45:8.  
In the dimly lit setting, priest and faithful prepare to hon-
or the Light of the world, Who is soon to be born, and 
offer praise to God for the gift of Our Lady.  As the Mass 
proceeds and sunrise approaches, the church becomes 
progressively brighter, illumined by the sun as our Faith is 
illumined by Christ. 
 

We will have weekday Mass at 8am as usual. 

  
(Note: With close to 3000 items, the Parish Library is located in the 
Grand Hall past the restrooms.  It is open during the week-normal 

business hours-and works on an honor system.  Items from the 
Lighthouse CD rack are located and available in the Narthex. 

From the Parish Library: Grand Hall  
Guadalupe: The Miracle and the Message   

 

Narrated by Jim Caviezel. The story 
told in this film is the story that hap-
pened to Juan Diego on December 9, 
1531 at the hill of Tepeyac, Mexico, at 
the outskirts of what is now Mexico 
City.  As a result of this encounter, 
and the image miraculously imprinted 
on Juan Diego’s tilma (cloak), nine 
million Native Americans embraced 
the Catholic faith,   

 

From the Parish Lighthouse CD 
Rack (narthex)  

This book helps children prepare for 
celebrating the birth of Jesus by re-
membering the promises God made 
to His people in the Old Testament.  

The book includes a page on prepar-
ing for Christmas, and what the Jesse 
Tree is about. The rest of the book 
retells the stories of the Jesse tree. 
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Marian Council  
Christmas Celebration 

 

Tuesday, December 11 
Grand Hall, doors open at 6pm 
Festivities commence 6:30pm  

$5 pay in advance, reservation deadline Dec. 9 
 

Featuring: 
2 wine tickets per person  

(additional tickets $2 each) 
50/50 raffle 

Snacks, Salad & Dessert 
Dinner:  Cuisine by the Knights of Columbus 

 
In the spirit of the season, please donate a personal 

or paper product for St. Vincent de Paul 

The IHM Adult and Children’s 
Choirs will sing in the Peace Chap-
el at the Daniel Boone Home on 
Saturday, December 15 from 8-
9pm.  Advance tickets are $10 
(under 4 free); at the door $15. 

 
 

EWTN CATHOLIC RADIO:  AM 1460   

 

Advent Wreath 

The lights of the candles on the 
Advent Wreath break through the 
darkness, reminding us of  the 
Light of Christ that we anticipate 
during this holy season. The Ad-
vent Wreath is very symbolic. The 
evergreens used for the wreath 
itself are a reminder of continuous life. The shaping of 
them into a circle reinforces that meaning. The circle is 
also a sign of everlasting life as well as the eternity of 
God. The four candles used, three purple and one 
pink, mark the Sundays of Advent before Christmas.  
The purple candles are reminders that this should be a 
time of prayer and sacrifice to prepare us for the sec-
ond coming of Christ. On the third Sunday, the pink 
candle is lit to announce Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday  
of rejoicing for Christ is coming near. With the lighting 
of that candle, the light has won out over the dark-
ness (three candles lit vs. the one that remains unlit).   

Readings for the Week 
Mon: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tue: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13; Mt 18:12-14 
Wed: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39- 
 47, or any readings from the Common of  
 the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Thu: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Fri: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Sat: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80: 2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sun: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 

Christmas Quilt 
chances sold 

after all Masses 
$2 each or 
3 for $10 

Final Weekend!  Drawing Dec. 14 

Christmas Dinner  
for the Men of the Parish 

Tuesday, December 18:  Grand Hall 
Doors open at 6:30pm,  

Dinner served at 7:30pm 
Open to all men of the parish. 

RSVP by signing up in the Narthex 

Giving Tree 
All gifts need to be returned to 
church no later than December 19 
(some are marked for return by 
the 12th).  Thanks everyone! 
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1. During the dark and cold winters of Northern Europe, Germanic tribes placed _____ in their homes for light and heat. 
  a. a yule log b. an evergreen wreath with candles  
  c. a lava lamp d. smoldering ashes from Ash Wednesday 
 

2. The Year of Our Lord, the Church’s calendar year, begins on _____. 
  a. payday b. New Year’s Day c. Easter Sunday d. First Sunday of Advent 
 

3. Saint _____ was the first to create a Christmas crèche (manger) to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
  a.  Nicholas b. Mary c. Joseph d. Francis of Assisi 
 

4. How did the magi find the baby Jesus? 
  a. followed the GPS on their camels b. found Bethlehem on Google Maps 
  c. followed the star d.   asked the locals for directions to the Church of the Nativity 
 

5. There are ____ candles in the Advent wreath; all except one are the color _____. 
  a. seven; white b. four; purple/violet c. twelve; pink d. three; Christmas tree green 
 

6. The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph occurs during the season of 
  a. Christmas b. Advent c. Ordinary Time d. Lent 
 

7. Matthew 2:11 tells of the magi bringing gifts of gold, _____, and myrrh to the Christ Child 
  a. silver b. diamonds c. frankincense d. frankfurters 
 

8. The angels and the heavenly hosts proclaimed:  “Glory to God in the highest and on earth _____ to those on whom 
his favor rests” (Luke 2:14) 

  a. peace b. blessings c. happiness d. prosperity 
 

9. The angel _____ told Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus. 
  a. from the TV show “Touched by an Angel b. Gabriel 
  c. Michael d. Raphael 
 

10. Which figurine in the family crèche might not appear until Christmas morning? 
  a. the angel b. the donkey c. the magi d. the Christ Child 

What’s Your Catholic IQ? 

Robert J. Carlson Adoption Grant Fundraiser 
Support the Adoption Grant  

and get the opportunity to win! 
 

The winner will receive ten (10) seats in Suite 
33 (along first-base line) at Busch Stadium for 
one 2019 Cardinals home game, as well as 
$150 of food and drinks, plus one VIP park-
ing pass for a negotiated date. 
 

Aside from private donations, this is the largest fundraiser 
for the Adoption Grant.  The more we raise, the more 
we can award to deserving families!  Tickets are $20 or 6 
for $100.  They make great Christmas gifts, too! 
 

Tickets made available through the generous donation of 
Mercy.  For more information contact the Office of  

Natural Family Planning at 314-997-7576 or  
stlnfp@archstl.org  

or purchase at bit.ly/adoptiongrantraffle. 

A Traditional Christmas 
Bring your family and friends and come celebrate the 
reason for the season with a complimentary Advent/
Christmas concert offered by internationally known 
Catholic recording artist Donna Cori Gibson and spon-
sored by St. Joseph Legion of Mary and KofC.  Her love-
ly yet powerful voice rivals the best heard in the secular 
market today.  You will be moved to experience the 
mystery of the Incarnation as Mary might have with a 
presentation of Christmas favorites, classic carols, and 
meditations on Sunday, December 16th from 3pm to 
4:15pm at St. Joseph Church, 1390 Josephville Road, 
Wentzville, MO 63385.  Preview and get free music 
downloads at www.DonnaCoriGibson.com.  For more 
information please contact Stephanie Russo at 636-439-
4388. 

March for Life 2019—Registration Now Open.  Bus 
cost by December 21 is $205, after that $220.  Reg-
istration deadline January 2.  Contact us at 314-434
-4900 or mrl.eastern@yahoo.com 



 2nd Sunday of Advent, December 9, 2018

 

Mysteries, Marvels and Miracles in the Life of the Church:   
Our Lady of Guadalupe:  Feast December 12 

 
At right is the actual cloak (tilma) of Juan Diego from the apparition of our Lady to him in Mexico  
in the year 1531. Though made out of cactus fiber, the cloth has miraculously not decomposed and 
still hangs in the shrine at Mexico City to this day, 500 years later.    
 

The image of Mary has been called a “picture writing” for the Indians.  Though there were some 
twenty-four languages and perhaps fifty dialects in Mexico at that time, all the Indians were able to 
understand Our Lady’s message to them.  The miraculous image produced on the tilma of Blessed 
Juan Diego is rich in symbolism, as one reads below.  IHM Church has a faux-cactus replica of the 
image in which one can see such details close-up.  (Picture lower right) 
 
SYMBOL:  Dress of rose overlaid with gold lace; fur-trimmed necks and cuffs; gold border on cape.  
MEANING:  Royalty, queen 
 
SYMBOL:  Golden brooch with black cross.  
MEANING:  Bearer of the true religion to Mexico.   
  The Spaniards under Cortez had the same cross on their ships.   
 
SYMBOL:  Greenish-blue mantle or cape. 
MEANING:  To the native people, this was the color of the gods and of royalty.    
  Mary is the queen sent from heaven. 
 
SYMBOL:  Stars on her mantle 
MEANING:  The stars were worshiped as gods by the native people. Wrapped around the woman, it shows 

that they are not gods, but are part of the creation of whom the woman is reverently bowing.  A 
1983 study concluded that the stars on the Lady’s mantle in the image are exactly as the stars 
of the winter solstice appeared before dawn on the morning of December 12, 1531.   

 
SYMBOL: The girdle or bow around her waist 
MEANING: The bow appears as a four-petaled flower, which to the native Indians 

was the “flower of the sun”, a symbol of plenitude.  The high position of 
the bow and the slight swelling of the abdomen show that the Lady is 
“with child.”  

 
SYMBOL:  Fingers—three together, one farther apart. 
MEANING:  The Trinity: Three persons in one God     
 
SYMBOL:  Surrounded by rays, standing in front of the sun 
MEANING:  The sun was worshiped as the highest god, and here the lady comes 

forth hiding but not extinguishing the power of the sun.  She is now  
  going to announce the God who is greater than their sun god.  
 
SYMBOL:  Stands on a darkened crescent moon. 
MEANING:  The darkened crescent was the symbol of the Aztec serpent gods.  By standing on the moon, the 

woman shows that she is more powerful than the god of darkness.   
 
SYMBOL:  Angel supporting the Lady 
MEANING:  This testifies to her royalty.  To the Meso-American Indians only kings, queens and other digni-

taries would be carried on the shoulders of someone.  She is queen of the angels, showing that 
she has come from heaven. 

  
SYMBOL:  Hands folded, head bowed in reverence to someone higher: The Almighty 
MEANING:  The eyes looking down was a sign to the native people that she was not a god since in their art, 

the gods stare straight ahead with their eyes wide open.  This shows that she is not God, but 
belongs to him, and honors him, clothed in his light. 



Welcome to Immaculate Heart of Mary:  Informed—Hospitable—Missionary 

 

NAR-ANON SUPPORT GROUP:   Weekly meetings  on  
Saturdays,  10:00 am in the Trailer at IHM.   

7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free 
Catholic Group Study 

 

Are you interested in: 
Deepening your relationship with the Lord? 
Strengthening your marriage and family life? 
Breaking free from the bondage of consumer 

debt? 
Developing a realistic faith-based financial plan 

for the future? 
 

If so, we are offering a 6-7 session study group utilizing 
the concepts of Christian-based finances in achieving the 
objectives listed above.  The sessions will be limited in 
size to achieve the benefits and dynamics that are 
gleaned from a small study work group.  Kick-off for this 
study will be in January 2019.  If you are interested, con-
tact Bob Brossette at 636-312-4554. 
 

We are not selling any products or services and the only 
cost to you is the cost of the Book and Workbook, 
about $40.  Due to limited space call now to assure your 
place in this study group. 

Reconciliation Times at Neighboring Parishes 

  
St. Patrick 

Thu:  5-6pm 
Sat:  4-4:45pm 

ICD 
Sat: 4-4:45p (church) 

1st Sat: 8:30-9a (chapel) 

St. Gianna 
Sat:  5:40-4:55p 
Sun:  7:30-7:55a 

Sun:  10:30-10:55a 

St. Theodore 
Sat:  4-4:45p 
Sun:  7-7:15a 

Sun:  20:30-10:45a 

St. Joseph/Josephville 
Tue:  6:30-6:50p 
Fri:  7:30-7:50a 
Sat:  3:45-4:20p 

Sun:  7-7:20a 

Answers to Catholic IQ 
1. b)  European Catholics in the Middle Ages 

 “Christianized” candled wreaths and incorpo-
 rated them into their Advent preparation for the 
 coming of Christ, the light of the  world (John 
 8:12) 

2.  d) Unlike the civil calendar year, the Church begins 
 her liturgical calendar at the beginning of  

  Advent. 
3.  d) On Christmas Eve in 1223, Francis recreated the 

 birth of Christ in a cave with live animals and 
 people.  He hoped to inspire Christians to recog-
 nize Christ in their midst. 

4. c) Matthew 2:1-2 describes how the magi came to 
 Jerusalem after seeing a star in the east that  

  indicated the birth of a great king. 
5.  b) Churches decorate for Advent with purple altar 

 cloths, vestments, and candles.  On Gaudete 
 (Rejoice) Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, 
 the candle is rose, signifying the joy of Christians 
 awaiting the Messiah. 

6. a) The Feast of the Holy Family celebrates Jesus’ 
 family and every family.  The Church calls the 
 family a “domestic church,” the first place of 
 prayer, catechesis, and moral teaching.  The  

  family is where the gospel is brought to life.  The 
 Feast of the Holy Family is celebrated between 
 Christmas and New Year’s Day. 

7.  c) Gold represented Christ’s role as King.  Frankin-
 cense represented His divine nature, since incense 
 was used to worship God.  Myrrh represented 
 His sacrificial death for the sins of humanity, 
 since it is a perfume for embalming the dead. 

8.  a) This angelic song anchors the Gloria we pray 
 every Sunday Mass except during Advent and 
 Lent, the seasons of penance in the Church. 

9. b) Gabriel appears in Luke 1 to announce the births 
 of John the Baptist and Jesus.  Tradition suggests 
 that Gabriel also was the one who spoke to  

  Joseph in his dreams (Matthew 1:20, 2:13, 19) 
 and to the shepherds in the field  (Luke 2:9-10). 

10. d) Some families do not place the figurine of the 
 baby Jesus in their crèche until Christmas  

  morning to build anticipation for the coming of 
 Christ into their home. 

 Adapted from Catechist Magazine 

An Evening for the Divorced and Separated:  

An evening for the divorced and separated will be held 
on Thursday evening, December 13, 6:30-8pm at the 
Cardinal Rigali Center, 20 Archbishop May Dr., 63119.  
Greg DeNeal, a licensed professional counselor, will be 
speaking on Finding Comfort and Peace During the Holi-
days.  This is a FREE event.  Please RSVP to melissakeat-
ing@archstl.org or 314-792-7173.  Sponsored by the Of-
fice of Marriage and Family Life.

Men’s White House Retreat: 
March 14-17 (mark your calendars!) 



FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1949
General Pest Services • Termite Treatment

Basic, Homecare Maintenance
& Guardian Residential Pest Plans

We accept all credit cards
Serving the counties of St. Charles,

Warren, Lincoln & St. Louis
www.semopest.com

(636) 398-5776

Carpet • Vinyl • Wood
Laminates • Ceramic

“Serving the Area Over 40 Years!”

Assumption Parishioner Walt Smith
636-272-2313

Cell 636-866-4588

New Melle Town Square Ste 106
636.398.5770

www.BlondinGroup.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

30 West Highway D, New Melle • 398-4945

5773 Westwood Dr. • Weldon Springs

636.926.9989

www.BesedaFlooring.com
354200 Immaculate Heart of Mary Church (B)

Need Health Insurance?
Call Dan or Stella Wolf 

parishioners

All Major Companies Represented
314-721-0358 636-887-2441

Groups 2+,

Individual 

MEDICARE

PLANS

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for 

preschool children and those who are 
in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

NEW MELLE AUTOMOTIVE
ERIC & JAN

23 HWY D
NEW MELLE, MO 63365

636-828-5426ASE CERTIFIED

IF YOU CARE ENOUGH,
YOU WILL BOARD WITH US

1073 HWY DD TOM SORENSON
DEFIANCE, MO 63341

(636) 828-5149

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂



1000 Lake St. Louis Blvd
Suite 111

636.625.8555

Accounting & Income Tax

Karrenbrock Construction & Excavating
Family Owned & Operated

Call Us For All Your Concrete, Excavating & Site Utility Needs!
636.828.5420 New Melle
office@karrenbrockconst.com

Free In-home Estimates
We bring the Samples to you

Jim Jacobs - President
636-398-4741

Cell: 314-550-1462 • Fax 636-398-4841
jacobsfloors@aol.com
www.jacobsfloors.com

4112 Hwy. Z., Wentzville, MO 63385
Showroom By Appointment Only Closed Sundays

• Commercial • Residential
Sales and Installation

• Carpet • Vinyl • Wood
• Pergot/Laminates
• Ceramic • Marble

• All Types of Flooring Repairs and
Carpet Restretching
• Custom Area Rugs

Termite &
Pest Control
Free Inspection

947-1452 281-4020
Todd and Tim Pickering

Rick Wilkins

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

354200 Immaculate Heart of Mary Church (A)

Kathy Kilo Peterson, Agent
w 636.561.6460 • c 636.734.5557

www.kkilo.com

Complete Landscape
Management

636-398-8800
www.thegreenwoodgroup.net

Drapery • Blinds • Interior Shutters
Call for a Design Consultation!

636-939-6700
Visit Our Beautiful

Showroom in O’Fallon!
1120 Technology Drive, Suite 106

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-855-685-5703

Bulk or Bottle Gas
Appliances: Sales & Service

15956 State Highway 47 • 433-2248
Dennis Glosemeyer

CINDY
DETERS
REALTOR®
Marketing
Specialist

636.219.5693
www.cindydeters.com

cdeters@bhhsselectstl.com

Becca
Gasperoni
REAL ESTATE AGENT

Ultimate Realty, LLC
1724 Scherer Parkway

St. Charles, MO 63303
Office: 314-675-0470

Direct: 314-565-4598
becca@ultimate-realty.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Teresa Waddington
Sales Representative

314.440.7475
tcwaddington@centurytel.net

New Melle Dental
ALWAYS ACCEPTING 

NEW PATIENTS
E.P. MOORE lll, D.D.S

636-828-4511
WWW.NEWMELLEDENTAL.COM

Gerard Nieters, Attorney at Law
ICD Parishioner

Wills • Trusts • Estates • Probate
Real Estate • Civil Litigation

314-368-8460

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through

Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-855-685-5703

SALES & SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

240-4633
www.hoffheating.com

TREE & LAWN CARE EXPERTS SINCE 1880

$20 OFF
Tree Pruning/Removal

(314) 961-5440 www.davey.com

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of
the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

Roll-Off Dumpsters
10 yd • 15 yd • 20 yd • 30 yd • 40 yd

Family Owned and Operated

Terry Schneider

(636) 828-5929
www.OnTheGoTrashHauling.com
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