Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 100 * New Melle, MO 63365
Website: www.ihm-newmelle.org
Office Phone: 636-398-5270

Deliveries only address: 8 West Highway D, New Melle, MO 63365

Schedule of Holy Mass gult, 5, QOQO
Saturday: 8:00am, 4:00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am
Weekdays: 8:00am, in church

Weekly Devotions and Prayers
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday 8:30am until Friday, 11:00am

Rosary:
Following 8am Mass weekdays & before Sat. 4pm.

Perpetual Help Devotions:
Tuesdays following 8am Mass

Respect Life Prayers:
Thursday following 8am Mass

First Saturday of the Month Devotions
8am Mass, Rosary, 15 minutes of meditation

Sacraments

Wednesday in church, 7pm
Saturday following 8am Mass

Reconciliation:

Marriage: Contact the parish office
at least six months prior to the wedding
Baptism: Contact the parish office S U N [l A ' I N [] H “ l “ A H Y I I M [

“Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and | will give you rest.” - Mt 11:28

to register for class and to arrange date

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:
Contact Shawn Mueller in the parish office

Racamits from the |

Decpor Undostending of Soriptune

oy S50 Mans SO0

We are all familiar with the refrain, “You
have put on Christ. In him you have been
baptized. Alleluia, alleluia!” In Baptism, we
“put on” Christ. In putting on Christ, we
put on all that Christ is and represents:
hope, faith, and love. We are no longer
bound to the sins and failures of the flesh,
that part of us that resists God and relies
exclusively on human means. It also means
that we are not in debt to our past, com-
plete with its sins, failures, regrets, fears,
and unfulfilled dreams. There is always
hope. In putting on Christ, we put on
God’s vision for the world, for all of His
children and for us. We have been given a
road map to guide our paths and a blue-
print to follow for our life’s journey.

There is no need for regret, and we are
not tethered to our past. Is there anything

in your past that you regret? Any decision
or memory that continues to haunt you?
We have all made mistakes, and we have
this uncanny ability to continue beating
ourselves up over things we can no longer
do anything about, except learn from
them. To put on Christ means that | can
now bring God’s unconditional love to my
hurtful memories and sinful choices. With
each new moment and every new choice, |
can start clean and live in freedom.

Imagine adults when the disciples were
preaching and baptizing. They came to
baptism not really knowing who they
were, with pasts that were broken, seeking
to live the joy of the Gospel they heard
spoken to them and wanting the love they
saw witnessed in the lives of those who
believed. What tremendous celebrations

their baptisms must have been! They could
now have the support of a community, full
participation in the sacraments of the
church, focus for their disordered lives,
consolation, healing, and an understanding
of what life is really all about.

Our lives are meant to be celebrations of
the Spirit we have received in Baptism.
How does that joy get expressed in and
through you? When we truly understand
that we have put on Christ, our burdens
can become much lighter. It is odd that so
many Christians look like they are carrying
the weight of the world on their shoulders.
Wouldn't it be wonderful if those weights
could be lifted and joy experienced!
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